First Look: EOY Student Achievement

Insights into Houston'’s latest student
achievement results give us optimism about
future student outcomes

GO®®D REAS®N HOUSTON \ —




Good Reason Houston builds awareness of, advocates for, and
advises leaders on what it will take to ensure that Houston
becomes the top education city in the nation.
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Five key indicators help us measure progress
towards improved student outcomes.

Good Reason Houston’s
Houston Public Education Snapshot

What is it?

Pre-K Enroliment

Percentage of students eligible for free public

pre-K who are enrolled*®

Students are more likely to succeed in K-12 and beyond
when they build foundational skills early on.

School Quality

Number of students attending A or B rated
schools by the Texas Education Agency (TEA)
Accountability Rating System

High quality schools should better set students on
the path for success.

Where are we?
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2023 results are pending
TEA release, projected in November.

For information on 2022 ratings,
explore our Quality Seats Dashboard at
goodreasonhouston.org/data

Academic Achievement

Percentage of students who meet or exceed
grade-level expectations on STAAR math & reading®
Academic achievement measures enable us to assess
students’ preparation for more challenging concepts.
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College & Career Readiness
Percentage of students who meet 1+ criteria

for career, college, or military readiness (CCMR)®
Students who meet academic and skills-based
milestones aligned to college and industry should
be prepared for pursuits beyond graduation.

Post: 1dary Comp
of who

a degree
or credential within 6 years of graduation’

A growing majority of early-career jobs in Houston
require a postsecondary degree or credential.

Example CCMR Criteria

26% Met Criterion on SAT/ACT
23% Passed AP/IB Test
16% Obtained Industry-
Based Certification
3% Earned Associate’s Degree
CCMR Grads duringibs
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State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness

Taken by nearly all students enrolled in
public schools, starting in 3rd grade

Aligned to state standards

Redesigned to test high-level skills aligned
to graduation-ready competencies and
workforce needs
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Region

Key Takeaways - EOY Student Achievement

Reading results were strong; regional reading growth outpaced the state’s.
G 7 of 15 districts in Houston region saw growth in 3-8 reading and English 1 EOC.

Across the region, math requires renewed focus as proficiency rates

remain well below pre-pandemic levels. 6 out of 10 students across all grades are
not meeting grade-level standards in math. Several districts saw major declines in Algebra
performance.



Generally, we can look at progress across two
indicators: proficiency and growth.
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In terms of proficiency, the Houston region is slightly
underperforming the state and outperforming other large Texas
urban districts when we look at all subjects and grades.

State, Region, Other Large Urban, Houston ISD
Meets or Exceeds Rate
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3-8 STAAR Meets or Exceeds 2023-2024 Percent Point Change

MATH

) STATE REGION LRG URBAN HISD
Across the Houston . .
region, 3-8 reading sawa -
2 point gain since 2023 - .
in the percent of
students scoring Meets READING
or Exceeds, outpacing
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gains statewide.

Math remained at 2023
levels.
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In terms of growth, HISD, Galena Park ISD, and YES Prep were the
only districts in our region with gains in both 3-8 math and reading.

3-8 STAAR Reading Meets or Exceeds 2023-2024 Percent Point Change
MATH READING
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English EOC growth varied across the region, with the largest gains in Sheldon
ISD and YES Prep and the largest decline in KIPP Houston.

STAAR EOC Reading Meets or Exceeds 2023-2024 Percent Point Change
ENGLISH 1
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Algebra growth varied widely across the region. HISD saw the greatest increase
in the meets rate; Channelview and Sheldon ISDs saw sizeable declines.

STAAR EOC Algebra Reading Meets or Exceeds 2023-2024 Percent Point Change
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Math proficiency levels have plateaued across the region for all
grades and are well-below pre-pandemic levels. Reading
proficiency levels continue to improve slightly.

Houston Region All Grades STAAR
Meets of Exceeds Percent 2018-2024
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Region

Key Takeaways - EOY Student Achievement

Reading results were strong; regional reading growth outpaced the state’s.
° 7 of 15 districts in Houston region saw growth in 3-8 reading and English 1 EOC.

Across the region, math requires renewed focus as proficiency rates remain

well below pre-pandemic levels. 6 out of 10 students across all grades are not meeting
a grade-level standards in math.

Houston ISD is improving at an unprecedented rate. Academic gains from 2023 to
a 2024 outpaced the State, Region, and other large urban districts.




3-8 STAAR Meets or Exceeds 2023-2024 Percent Point Change

MATH
REGION LRG URBAN
While Houston ISD lags .
the state in proficiency,
HISD demonstrates gains - .
in both 3-8 math and

reading that outpaces
the state, the region, and
other large Texas urban
districts.
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Key Takeaways - EOY Student Achievement

Reading results were strong; regional reading growth outpaced the state’s.
° 7 of 15 districts in Houston region saw growth in 3-8 reading and English 1 EOC.

Across the region, math requires renewed focus as proficiency rates remain

well below pre-pandemic levels. 6 out of 10 students across all grades are not meeting
grade-level standards in math.

Houston ISD is improving at an unprecedented rate. Academic gains from 2023 to

e 2024 outpaced the State, Region, and other large urban districts.

When combined, Houston ISD reading and math proficiency for all students
is at its highest levels since 2014. Black, Economically Disadvantaged, and Emergent
Bilingual student populations put up highest rates of proficiency recorded since 2014.



HISD reading and math proficiency for all students and key
student groups at highest levels since 2014.

HISD Student Group Achievement Over Time
All Grades Combined Reading & Math
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Key Takeaways - EOY Student Achievement

Reading results were strong; regional reading growth outpaced the state’s.
7 of 15 districts in Houston region saw growth in 3-8 reading and English 1 EOC.

Across the region, math requires renewed focus as proficiency rates remain

well below pre-pandemic levels. 6 out of 10 students across all grades are not meeting
grade-level standards in math.

Houston ISD is improving at an unprecedented rate. Academic gains from 2023 to
2024 outpaced the State, Region, and other large urban districts.

When combined, Houston ISD reading and math proficiency for all students

is at its highest levels since 2014. Black, Economically Disadvantaged, and Emergent
Bilingual student populations put up highest rates of proficiency recorded since 2014.

Houston ISD improvement is largely due to New Education System (NES)
reforms. NES campuses’ percentage point gain in students meeting standards is 2x that of
the district’s gains for both math and reading.



85 campuses under NES intervention are bucking the trend and
charting a different trajectory for student achievement.

Percent Meets Grade Level, 3-8 Math, 2018-2024 Percent Meets Grade Level, 3-8 Reading, 2018-2024
Current NES vs. SY 24-25 NES Cohort Current NES vs. SY 24-25 NES Cohort
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While NES campuses this school year do not meet state or district
proficiency averages, they are outperforming comparable schools
that will be placed under the intervention next year.

State, Region, Other Large Urban, HISD 2024 Meets
or Exceeds Rate
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What’s driving improvement on Houston ISD’s
NES campuses?

1. New, enhanced reading/math curriculum

A\

2. New, differentiated instructional model

\

13
Wholescale, 3. New incentives to attract/reward effective teachers

systemic
reform?”’ 4. Augmented staffing model (e.g., learning coaches)

\.

5. New principal expectations

6. “High-performance culture”




Region

Houston ISD

Key Takeaways - EOY Student Achievement

Houston region proficiency slightly behind the state due to low growth.
Only 5 of 11ISDs in Houston region saw growth gains in 3-8 reading/math, or Algebra I. Only 1
district, Houston ISD, saw growth across all three subject areas.

Across the region, math requires renewed focus as proficiency rates remain

well below pre-pandemic levels. 6 out of 10 students across all grades are not meeting
grade-level standards in math.

Houston ISD is improving at an unprecedented rate. Academic gains from 2023 to
2024 outpaced the State, Region, and other large urban districts.

When combined, Houston ISD reading and math proficiency for all students
is at its highest levels since 2014. Black, Economically Disadvantaged, and Emergent
Bilingual student populations put up highest rates of proficiency recorded since 2014.

Houston ISD improvement is largely due to New Education System (NES)
reforms. NES campuses’ percentage point gain in students meeting standards is 2x that of
the district’s gains for both math and reading.



Social Media
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Good Reason Houston @GoodReasonHouston Good Reason Houston

Newsletters
E N GAG E Good News: learn more about the work of
our organization
Houston ConnectED: get our take on what
WITH US the data is telling us about what’s happening
in Houston
The Learning Curve: receive a curated look
at the news shaping public education in

Houston

Reach out

Contact me at cary@goodreasonhouston.org




